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We seek the help of Allah, and ask Him to
bless and praise our Prophet Muhammad, his
household, and companions.

Q- What are the Fundamentals that everv
Musl im must learn?

1: t ]  Knowledge, rhar is,  knowing Al lah,
His Propher, and the retigion of Islam with
its textual proofs.

2) Application of this knowledge.l

I t, tr. very importanr ro understand rhe meaning of
"appl icar ion"  in  th is  conrexr ,  par t icu lar ly  r i i t t r
regards to knowing Allah. It  means, f irst, thai Al lah
alone is  wor thy.of  be ing_loved and worshipped.
Second,  He is  the only  Creator  upon Whom al l
creatures depend for their means of subsistence.
Third, the Divine Atrr ibutes and beautiful names of
Al lah can never  be appl ied to  His  crearures.
Application also means that Allah, the Exalted, is far
removed from every imperfection, and there is none



3) Preaching knowledge
4) Enduring with patience whatever such
application and preaching may entail.2

Q-What is the textual proof of the above
fundamentals?

A- The words of Allah:

€ilr -I ttJ.tt5rf 4i-lt lt.rj / Ol-'yl Ol .rr.J!, )
G- I ).J..,J| iup G-ttr V$ }LU.VW

like Him. "Application of knowingthe Mcsscngcr of
Allah means-lbving and rcvering him morc than any
other human being, and observing his Sunnah, and
making sure that-it takes preceiience over mcn's
opinions in all cases. tM.M.l
2-Onemust endure with patience everything, while
observing all the acts of worship, refrain from all
acts of disobedience, and resist whims and
pervened desires. Calamities and misfortunes must
ilso be faced with patience [M.M-l



(I swear) By the time.l Surely, man is in (a
state of) loss, Except those who believe and
do good deeds, and exhort one another to
accept the truth, and who exhort one another
to endure (the consequences thereof with)
patience.2

a-  What  were Imam ash-Shaf i 'ee 's
comments on this surah?

I  This is an oath made by Allah stressing that only
those who believe and do good deeds will prosper. It
also constitutes proof of the four fundamentals
stated above: l) His words "those who believe"
refer to knowledge; "do good deeds" refers to
application, and ".. .exhort one another to accept the
t ruth"  re fers  to  preaching.  And "endure wi th
patience" refers to consequences of preaching and
qroc la iming the t ru th.  tM.M.J
z Surah # 103.



A- He said: "Were this
Allah had sent down to

to be the only surah
His slaves, it would

have been enough for them."3

Q-should application precede knowledge,
or vice versa?4
A- Knowledge must  Precede both
application and deeds, as signified by the
words of Allah:

( .rUrilb.li,,jJlr €t,:J j)E-,ltalll )! dN .,1..trU )

3 Ibn Katheer cited a similar quotation by ash-
Shafiee in his comment on the above surah. " l f
people consider the meaning of this s-urah, it would
be enough for them." Ibn Katheer explained on Ash-
Shafiee'i statement by saying: "because it contains
the central elements of virtue." tM.M.l
4 This means that one must acquire rel igious
knowledge first before making statements, or even
before ferforming any rel igious function. For
instance, one must know how to pray before he
prays. So knowledge must come before deeds and
utterances. tM.M.l



And know there is no God but Allah, and
seek forgiveness for your sins, and for the
believers.l

lmam al-Bukhari commented on the above
verse, saying:

Thus Al lah opened the verse with the
command of acquir ing knowledge and
fo l lowed i t  w i th  the command of
application.2

I  Surah # 47.19
2 To give an example, on cannot pray before
learning how to pray. There are many Muslim
countries in which Allah's laws are not applied.
Some Islamic part ies, however, bel ieve that i f  the
exist ing government is toppled by a coup d'dtat, or
the head of state is assassinated, the laws of Allah
can be applied overnight. This is proven to be sheer
wishful thinking. In order to establish a rrue Islamic
state, the subjects of the respective government must
f i rs t  be prepared to  accepr  the Is lamic s tate,
internally as well as externally. The best example we
have is the Messenger of Al lah, peace be upon him.



Q-What are the three facts that must be
learned and observed?

A- Allah has created us and supplied us with
our means of subsistence, and He has not
neglected us. He sent us a Messenger.
Whoever obeys the Messenger, peace be
upon him, shall be admitted to Jannah, and
whoever disobeys him shall enter Hell-Fire.

Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- The words of Allah:

He did not establish the lslamic polity before he
himself immigrated to Madinah. He first made sure
the grass-roots were saturated with the correct
aqeedah. Only then he moved on to Madinah. The
arrival of the Messenger of Al lagh to Madinah
marks the birth of the Islamic polity. This fact may
be realized by observing that the verses revealed in
Makkah deal with the creeds, and tenets of tawheed,
or monotheism, whereas the Madinan verses deal
wi th  acts  of  worship and t ransact ion,  i .e . ,
application. lM.M.l
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sln .),1-);tyt ,Lu-J F.<.ui.ur- ir, #!'r-J $)
( y*, ii*t .;.i;b Jr-rtr ir.p;

We surely have sent you a Messenger who is
a witness over you as We had sent Fir'awn
(Pharaoh)  a  Messenger . l  But ,  F i r 'awn
disobeyed the Messenger, so We punished

him severely.2
Al lah does not  permi t  anYone to  be
worshipped besides Him, neither an angel
near to Him, nor a commissioned Prophet.

Q-What is the textual proof of the above?
A- The words of Allah:

(lr--l dJr g p.u )u dJ .r+tJt.ri.r)

I  Musa was the  Messenger
Fir 'awn. tM.M.l
2 Surah #74. 15,16

whorn  A l lah  sent  to



And the places of worship3 belong to Allah.
Therefore worship none beside Allah.4

Whoever obeys the Messenger, peace be
upon Him, and believes in the Oneness of
Allah is not allowed to befriend those who
oppose Allah and His Messenger, peace be
upon him, even if they are the closest of his
kin.

Q- What is the textual proof of the above?
A-The words of Allah

lils jJr lt .-,bt3r- y itybt;\r j11g ayla!-u!{ r I
SleJf r-r:rJ i* ell fr&rtr;5_;1jJ.G.ttl."J

(.-.gup+L
3 "Placcs of worship" in this context, such as
mosques, churches, or synagogues applies to those
assigned for the people who received Divine
Scriptures. Allah knows best. [M.M.]
4 Surah # 72.18



You shall not find any people who believe in
Allah and the Final Day loving those who
oppose Al lah and His Messenger, even i f
they are their fathers of their sons or their
brothers or their tribe. Those are the ones in
whose hearts Allah has installed iman (faith)

and whom He supports with His strength.l

Q- What is the Hanifiyyah z of the religion
of Ibrahim?
A- HaniJiyyah is to devote sincerely all acts
of worship to Al lah alone. This is what Al lah
has enjo ined on a l l  people,  and for  th is
reason He has created them.

I  Surah # 58.22
2 Hani f iyyaf t ,  l inguis t ica l ly  speaking,  is
from any false rel igion to the true rel igion,
and remaining f irmly therein. IM.M.]

i nc l  i n  i ng
a l - l s l am,



Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- The words of Allah:

( ir+-J )l ;)9 ;4t c-lu t 1)

I have created the jinn and the men only that
they should worship Me.3

Q- What  is  the meaning of  " to  worsh ip
Met t?

A- To profess Al lah's Oneness, bel ieving
that Allah is the One Who commands and
Who imposes prohibitions.

Q-  What  is  the greatest  th ing Al lah has
enjoined?
A- At-Tawheed. i .e. monotheism.

Q- What is Monotheisrn?
A- Monotheism is declaring Al lah to be the
only god who deserves to be worshipped in

3  Surah  #  51 .56

l0



truth, and confirming the attributes with
which He has qualified Himself and those
attributed to Him by His Messenger, peace
be upon him. Tawheed is also believing that
Al lah is  far  removed f rom every
imper fect ion and f rom hudo o t  h , l  or
resembling His creatures.

Q- What is the greatest thing Allah has
forbidden?
A- The greatest thing Allah has forbidden is
Shirk or polytheism.

Q- What is polytheism?
A- Worshipping other gods beside Al lah,
and setting up rivals to Allah who has
created you.

I  Hudooth. is of two kinds, one related to t ime,
which signif ies that a things was preceded by non-
existence or was brought into existence after i t  was
noth ing,  and essent ia l  hudooth which is  a  th ings
dependence upon another for i ts existence. Neither
of ihe two kinds apply to Allah, the Exalted. tM.M.l

l 1



Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- The words of Allah:

('r+., lff $dJr br.b)

And worship Allah and associate none with
Him."2 And (Lr.ul.! bt/yl) 

, 'So do not set
equals to Allah while you know (there is
none equal to Him)."1
Q- What are the three fundamentals that
man must know?
A- The first is that one must know one's
Rubb, one's religion and one's Prophet,
Muhammad, peace be upon him.

Q- Who is your Rubb?
A- My Rubb is Allah, who has nourished
and fostered me and the rest of men and jinn
with His bounties. He is the God Whom I
worship and other than Whom I have no god.

2 Surah # 4.36
I Surah # 2.22
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Q- What is the proof of that?
A-Al lah's words : ( &luJl -,. ; dJ .r-lt) " A I I praise
is due to the Rubb of the worlds."
Everything other than Allah is a world, and I
belong to one of His worlds.
Q- How did you knorv your Rubb?
A- I have known Him through His signs and
creatures: the night, the day, the sun, the
moon, the sevel" l  heavens, and the seven

earth's2 and all that is between them.
Q- What is the proof of all that?
A-His words:

)1 .J-j! 5.r+J ) ,.-iJ5.rgU.rl-rJb J-Urct+i,,..r)
( ,,ll ' :.d.t+la:S Jl ;-f-ib g jJrr-lJ 9.r4-t1 .--ill

2 Lest one be confused with regard to the number of
carth's, the reference to them is made in the
following verse :

"Allah is He Who created seven heavens, and of the
earth the l ike thereof."65'12 [M'M.]

l 3



And among His signs are rhe night and the
day, and the sun and the moon. Prostrate not
yourselves to the sun nor to the moon, but to
Allah alone who has created rhem, if it is He
Whom you really worship.l
And His words:
6Pt i ftJ "- +;r)t, crrr--lr.il; gi.trr-Ura<--, d,g)
?le;Jb F tl, +Jb-t+ cJ,lq Jk:rr JJ'.r+ ;.Jt &e(go-lr .tr -,., -ttr drqr-lb &!$t d firrU. g4rl

Surcly, your Rubb is Allah Who has created
the heavens and the earth in six days; then
He settled Himself on the throne. He makes
the night cover the day, which follows it
swiftly, and the sun and the moon and the
stars He made subservient by His command.
Verily (the act o0 creation is restricted to
Him, and so is the disposal of all affairs.
Blessed is Allah, the Rubb of the worlds.2

I Surah #41.37
2 Surah # 7.54

t4



Q-Who is the Rubb?
A- The Rubb is the Master, the Proprietor,
the One who brings into existence things
from nothing. He is the only God who
deserves to be worshipped,
Q- What is the proof of this fact?
A- The words of Allah:
f5li ;r itjJlr # ,5iJr -3-_2 t1.r_rr ,,LJr r_tq )
Jyl2t4.L-J5'u-H ;r!r F.(.l J-* \riJt..ir4, r_fJ^Jd, lr-L^ :u ..<-JL;r.r!r*Jr ,t - 61L.L.,r .t-Jt./

(. ir, u;Lirr"ul
O men, worship your Rubb who-has ire-ated
you and those who were before you, so that
you nlay guard yourselves (against Al lah's
chastisement). He who made the earth a bed
for you, and the heaven a roof,  and sent
down water from the heaven, and therewith
brought forth fruits for your sustenanc€i so
do not set up equals to Allah while you know
(the truth).1

lSu rah  #2 .21 ,22
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The One Who has created these things is the
One Who deserves to be worshiPPed.
Q- What is worship?
A-Worship is absolute devotion and
obedience with humility and submissiveness,
to Allah and absolute love and adoration of
the One to whom this is owed. In other
words, worship is a conclusive definition
comprising deeds and words that Allah loves
and approves, whether manifested or
hidden.2
Q- How many forms of worship has Allah
enjoined?
A- Allah, the Exalted, has enjoined many
forms of worship. Of them are the five
pillars of Islam, the articles of iman (faith),
watchfulness and adherence to His
commands, supplication, fear of Allah, hope
in His mercy, committing affairs to Allah,
fear with reverence, seeking His aid and

2 "Manifest" refers to physical actions whereas
"hidden" refers to tenets and creeds.tM.M.]

16



protection and relief, sacrificing aninrals, and
vows and other acts of worship which Allah
has comnranded and enjoined, al l  of which
must be dedicated to Him alone.
Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- The words of Allah:

'{ta-i 
"tlr e Vr;)u .JJ.qtJr ;!)

And the places of worship belong to Al lah.
Therefore, worship none beside Allah.
And He said:

(.Llr lbrd)i  4)sj ;r>

And your Lord has decreed that you worship
none but Him. I

Q-What is the rul ing concerning one lvho
devotes any act of worship to other than
Al lah?
A- Whoever dedicates any act of worship to
other  than Al lah is  a  po ly the is t  and an
unbel iever, even i f  he performs prayer,

I  Surah #17.23

t ]



observes fasting, performs hajj, or alleges to
be a Muslim.2
Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- The words of Allah:

e$ ct e2 b qL. Ul, q d !Lr.;1);iU1 O'g g+;r, )
(ireritSlt

And he who calls on another god along with
Allah, for which he has no proof, shall be
held accountable for this by Allah, for surely
the disbelievers never prosper.3
a- What is the proof of the fact that
supplication is an act of worship?
A- Allah's words:

rirl-, V ;,tyS-+ir.iJl i{ fJ .-r.-l is*ttFr.lUr )
la.-.ttcr+ oru+-

2There are deviant sects who claim to be Muslims
yet they believe that their imams or leaders possess
divine power to influence the course of things in this
world or the world to come. tM.M.l
3 Surah # 23.117
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And your Lord said, 'Cal l  on Me and I wi l l
respond to  you.  Ver i ly ,  those who are
arrogant in reject ing worship of Me shal l
enter Hel l-Fire despised. '4
And the saying of the Prophet, peace be
upon h im, :  "Suppl icat ion is  the essence of
worship."
And in another narrat ion: "Suppl icat ion is
worship. l
Q- What is the proof of the fact that fear
of Al lah is an act of worship?
A- The words of Al lah:

I uuy;s,.r!.ryL-.e 9^.1,l Ul X )

And do not fear thern,  but fear Me, i f  you are
( t rue)  be l ievers .2

4 Surah # 40.60
I At-Tirmidthi, Ibn Majah, & Ahmad.
2 Surah # 3.175

t9



a- What is the proof of the fact that
hoping for the mercy of Allah is an act of
worship?
A-The words of Allah:
( i.r-l r,; i.r\a :|"| f1'Uf- i-r rL+ 1.r .tiJ f. t ;rS g )

So let him who hopes to meet his Lord do
good deeds,  and le t  h im worsh ip none
besides Al lah.3
a-  What  is  the proof  o f  the fact  that
trust ing Al lah is an act of worship?
A- The words of Allah:

(;*yds il lrsp d'J,r)

And depend on Al lah i f  you are ( t rue)

believers.4

( t-- .1+i 'lJl * ,fn,l:)

3  Su rah  #  18 .110
4 Surah # 5.23
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And Al lah is suff ic ient for whoever depends
on Him.5
Q- What is the proof for the fact that
desir ing the ntercy of Al lah, and fear of
His punishrnent, and humbleness are acts
of worship?
A- The words of Al lah:

{;o;U U lir5r l+r,l+J Yf +t.r!il ,t;tfr41;S,..t)

They used to v ie wi th one another in good
deeds, and they called or-r Us with desire arrd
fear and they humbled themselves for Us.r

a -  What  i s  the  proo f  o f  the  fac t  tha t
venerat ion (or fear u, i th reverence) is an
ac t  o f  worsh ip?
A-  The words  o f  A l lah :

( i*rt, "-.J >r., )

5 Surah # 65.3
I  Surah # 21.90
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So do not fear them, but fear Me.2
Q- What is the proof for the fact that
repentance is an act of worship?
A- His words:

(.J bLlrF-r.llbjl, )

And repent to your Lord and submit to Him.3

Q - What is the proof of the fact that
seeking support from AIIah is an act of
worship?
A- Allah's words:

{ ;e,*;:JLlr er- Jr:l)

You alone do we worship, and from You
alone do we seek help.a

2 Surah #5.3
3 Surah # 39.54
4 Surah # 1.4

22



And the Prophetic tradit ion: "And i f  you

seek help, seek help from Allah."s

Q -  What  is  the proof  o f  the fact  that
seeking the protection of Allah is an act of
rvorship?
A- The words of Allah:

(.rrur^'u- . !r ,ur -r .r tr \  r l l

Say, ' l  seek refuge in the Lord of mankind,
the King of mankirrd.r

Q -  What  is  the proof  o f  the fac t  that
ask ing for  the a id  o f  A l lah is  an act  o f
worship?
A- The words of Al lah:
( Ajt,.if'rtr .;r -iJL t'- ii rg .rl+g-U f; .i;;:; ;1 )

5 This Prophetic statement is part of a long hadeerh in which
the Prophet, peace be upon him, insfucted Abdullah bin
Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, saying: "Young lad!
Observe Allah, now He preserves you. Observe Allah, for you
will l ind him ahead of you. If you ask, ask Allah, and if you
seek help, seek Allah's help..." At Tirmidthi. [M.M.]
1 Surah #114.1.2
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And when you sought the aid of Al lah, He
responded to you, (saying), "l Am aiding you
wi th  a thousand angels  fo l lowing one
another."2

Q - What is the proof of the fact that
sacrificing animals is an act of worship?
A- His words:

€.!+r.J.:l.j ) .alUlv.r d it, ,5t-e. f .if;lpx.. i! .tr )
(;1.i-tr{i u!.r7i

Say, 'My prayer and my sacri f ice, and my
life and death are all for Allah, the Lord of
the worlds. He has no partner. This I  am
commanded, and I am the first of those who
submit.r
And the proof from the Sunnah, is the saying
of the Prophet, peace be upon him: "Al lah

2 Surah * 9.9
3 Surah # 6.162
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curses the person who sacrifices for other

than Allah."
Q-What is the proof of the fact that
vowing is an act of worship?
A- The words of Allah:

( . t"t r.-.; i,ttL, oyB_e ;jJ! Jla)

They fulfill their vows, and they fear a Day
of widespread woe.r

Q- What is the second fundamental?
A- Knowing the rel igion of Islam and i ts
textual proofs.

Q- What is Islam?
A- Islam is submission to Allah, believing in
His Oneness, complying obediently with His
commands, and denouncing polytheism and
its adherents.

1 Surah# 76.7 Thc Day rcferecd to in this vcrse is the
Day of Resurrection. tM.M.l

25



Q- What are the levels of Islam?
Islam , Iman and Ihsan Each of these levels

has i ts own pi l lars.

Q- What are the pillars of Islam?
A- The pillars of Islam are Five:
. The Testimony of Faith(dJt J.rr.r..: d;r U.Jt) )
there is no god, in truth, but Al lah, and
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.
. Performing prayer
. Giving out Zakat
. Observing the fast in Ramadhan
. Performing pi lgrimage

Q-What  is  the Qur 'an ic  proof  o f  the
Testimony of Faith?
A-The words of Allah. the Exalted:

,| )l .J! y u 'rL Uu rr^lr t L igr! 9 )tdt) cl dJr# )
(.<rt;;lr

26



Allah bears witness that there is no god but

He-(and so do) the angels, and thcse
possessed of knowledge, standing firm for
justice. There is no god but He, the Mighty'

the Wise.r

Q- What is the meaning of ( dJr)!'41 )

"There is no god but Allah?"
A- There is no god who truly desenves to be

worshipped but Allah alone.
What is the meaning of ( dlv ) "There is

no God?"2
It  means denying al l  deit ies worshipped
beside Allah.

I  Surah 3.18
2 This question and the question which follows it are designed
to give full meaning to the tesilmony of faith, which can be
divlded into two segments: the first segment stands for denial
of all deities ttat are worshipped other than or beside Allah,
ancl the sccond segment sunds for firmly dcdicating all acts of
worship to Allah alone. [M.M.j

2',1



Q- What is the meaning of (oryt )  "but
Al lah?"
A- I t  is confirming that worship must be
devoted to Allah alone with no partners
worshipped beside Him, as He has no one to
share His domain.

Q-What  verse c lar i f ies  the above
statement?'
A- The words of Allah:

dl. J li {.LJl )l irrrd tr nn i!-y.r .r! erJJu i1, )
1;tr."rrU * rt VL: i.JS t+L+r .ir.*4-

And when Ibrahim said to his father and his
people: "I renounce what you worship. [l
worshipl only Him Who created me, He will
guide me. And he made it a wordr to remain

3 It is said that the "word" referred to in the verse is
the tcstimony of faith, ( ), which is rhe word of
Islam. (lbn Kathir). tM.M.J
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among his posterity so that they might retum

lto Allahl.r
And His words:
$ dlr )! r+ !l f+, t- .!r- ;Js .tl lrJw .',l5Jt .tttt, "ll
lttljtVt; J|r.lllrrre;r.!Url fi* r-:i.'. i'A+ !5 t-:rr: y.lF

( . .ir.t'-.. u! b.^r:t

Say, "O people of the Book, come to a word

equal between us and you that we worship
none but Al lah, and that we ascribe no
partners to Him, and that none of us take
others for lords besides Allah." But, if they
turn away, then say, 'Bear witness that we
have submitted to Allah.z

a-  What  is  the Qur 'an ic  Proof  o f  the
test imony: "Muhammad is the Messenger
of Al lah?"
A- The words of Allah:

I Surah # 43.26.27.28
2 Surah # 3.64
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iPllt $.b *.r r:rt,+, :r" J'j;l UJr-.,t',b.r!)
(.p=-.r j tr

Verily, a Messenger from among yourselves
came to  you;  he gr ieves over  your
difficulties, and he is ardently desirous of
your welfare, and to the bel ievers he is
compassionate, and merciful.l
And Allah's words:

{. e.l*.Lr22li(lt.1 .tr:l u 3atJtjrJJtJj,,ue)

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and
those who are with him are hard against the
disbelievers and merciful to each other.a
Q- What is the meaning of the test imony
(  tdJ l , )e- rs-1t r  )  

t 'Muhammad is  the
Messenger of Allah?"

3 Surah # 9.128
4 Surah # 48.29
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A- To obey the Prophet Muhammad's
commands, refrain from his prohibit ions,
believe in his sayings, and worship Allah by
per forming only  acts  o f  worsh ip he
designated.

Q- What is the proof that Prayer and
Zakat are obl igatory, and what is the
meaning of nronotheisnr?
A- The words of Allah:

Dt..Jr !r.jr3.[i-;,.rJrJ jFJi. Ul!r ,,{ ll lrr-l t-J )
( i;lrrzr {lJi1 -,5}tVht

And they were commanded only to worship
Al lah and be sincere to Him in obedience

31



(i.e. to be) hunafa',r and to observe prayer
and pay zakat. This is the religion of truth.z

Q-What is the proof that fasting (during
Ramadhan) is obligatory?
A- Allah's words:

Flj y 
",:iJl J, :5 tf ft=rJrfJ-te y< yj;,.ilrhtq )

(.prgJ

O you who believe, fasting is prescribed to
you, as it was prescribed to those before you
so that you may guard yourselves.r

a-  What  is  the proof  that  ha j j
(pilgrimage) is one of the pillars of Islarn?
A- The words of Allah:
./ .tJl .)!', y'.r.r *- rJt Ll,L:-t gr c-Jr gr.rLJr,,te .lL )

( ...r:ltJrir
I Hunafu',plural <lf hanif,one who rejects false religion and
inclines towards the [rue religion ol Islam, believing in the
Oneness of Allah.IM.M.]
2 Surah # 96.5
3 Surah # 2.219
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And pilgrimage is a duty which men owe
Allah, but if any disbelieve in Allah, then He
surely does not need His creatures.r

Q- What is the Second level of Islarn?
A- Iman.

a- How many branches does i  m a n
comprise?
A-lman has more than seventy branches, the
uppennost of which is the declaration of the
Oneness of Allah .lJl)!.J!I and the least of
which is the removal of hamrful objects from
the road. Modesty is also a branch of iman..

a-  How many ar t ic les does iman
include?
A- Iman includes six art ic les, namely, bel ief
in  A l lah ,  H is  Angels ,  H is  Books,  H is

I Surah # 3.97
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Messengers, and the Last Day, the belief in
predest inat ion and i ts  good or  ev i l
consequences.

Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- The words of Allah:

dtr, ;ri.r it ;F:vy'U.t/tr # *9 rlrJ; i,l r'.rJ )
{ &#Jtr Vl.dJb:eU!, ;1r ;eart.r

It is not righteousness that you face the East
or the West (in your prayer), but, truly the
righteous is he who believes in Allah, the
last Day, and the angels, and the Scriptures,
and the Prophets.z

a-  What  is  the Qur 'an ic  proof  o f
predestination?
A- Allah's words:

( ;.r.i.Lib .,f # ul)

2 Surah # 2.177
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Verily, We have created everything by a
decree.r
Q-What is the third level of Islam?
A- Al-lhsnn which has one pillar.
What is Ihsan ?
Ihsan is to worship Allah as though you see
Him, although you do not see Him, for He
sees you.2
Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- The words of the Exalted:

(;+- c. Ori,rr lrildrr.iJt g. Or irg)

Verily, Allah is with those who are righteous
and those who are sincere.r
And His words:
r;J 4r+ul \i .,'. r'., f* i-- :J!..;it r e_)t t y't *,JS*)

(;.ltc-trt
1 Surah # 54.49
2 Al-Buttrari and Muslim
3 Surah # 16.127
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And depend on the Mighty, the Merciful,

Who sees you when you stand up in prayer.

And He sees you praying with others. He is

surely the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.a
And His Words:

fJt ti llJi., d,r 0rl,-i Ir i,! U s .Pt 1lb ri irt* t'r)
I .+;tt-:+i! lrr+i

And whenever you are engaged in any occupation,
whether or not at the same time you are reciting part
of the Qur'an, that is , whenever you do any work,
We arc witnesses over you while you are engaged in
it.s

Q- What is the proof from the Sunnah, of
the above- mentioned levels of Islam?
A- The renowned hadith, or Prophetic
tradition which is narrated by Umar bin Al-
Khattab who said:

4 Surah I26.219
5 Surah # 10.61
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While we were sitting with the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him, a man came to us
with very white clothes and very black hair.
No sign of traveling appeared on him, nor
was he recognized by any of us. He sat in
front of the Prophet, peace be upon him, with
his knees resting against the Prophet's knees.
He put his hands on his thighs and said: "O
Muhammad! tell me about Islam." He ( the
Prophet, peace be upon him) said: "Islam is
to bear witness that there is no god but Allah,
and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,
to observe prayer, pay zakat, observe the fast
of Ramadhan, and visit the House (The Holy
Mosque) for hajj if you can afford the
journey." The man affirmed, "You have told
the truth." Umar went on to say, "We
wondered about  th is  man,  because he
queried the Prophet, peace be upon him, and
approved his answer." The man further
asked, "Tell me about iman." The Prophet,
peace be upon him, said, "it is to believe in
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Al lah,  His  Angels ,  His  Scr ip tures,  His
Me ssenge rs ,  the La s  t  DaY,  and
predestinat ion, including i ts good or evi l
consequences." He said, "Tel l  me about
ihsan." He said, " l t  is to worship Al lah as
though you see Him. Although you do not
see Him, He sees you." He said, "Tel l  me
about the Final Hour." The Prophet, peace be
upon him, said, "The one who is being asked
is not more knowledgeable about it than the
one who is asking." He said, "Tell me about
its signs." The Prophet, peace be upon him,
said, [The.se are] "when the bondswoman
gives birth to her own master,l and when you
see the bare-footed, the naked, and the

I This refers to the femate slave whose master engages in
sexual rclations with her, as a result of which, she conceives
and gives birth to a baby who in turn becomcs her master,
when he ultimately inherits his fathers' propcrty of which the
mother is part. Hcncc, thc child becomes thc master of his own
mother .  tM.M. l
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shepherds2 contending with one another in
erect ing h igh bu i ld ings. "  Umar  sa id :
"Shortly after the man left, the Prophet,
peace be upon him, asked, "Umar! Do you
know who the questioner was?" I responded,
"Al lah and His Messenger know best." He
said "That was Jibreel. He came to teach you
(Mus l ims)  the fundamenta ls  o f  your
religion."3
Q- What is the third fundamental?
A- Knowing our Prophet Muhammad, peace
be upon him, who is the son of Abdul lah,
son of Abdul- Muttalib, son of Hashim, who
is of the Quraish, an Arab tribe, and knowing
that the Arabs are of the children of Isma'il,
son of Ibrahim ct l-Khal i l ,  may peace and
blessings be on him and on our Prophet.

2 t t t is ,  accorc l ing to an-Nuwawi,  rc fers to thc poor  Bcdouins
who,  a l l  o f  a suddcn become wcal thy and competc in  era: t ing
h igh  bu i l d i ngs . lM .M. l
t  lmam Musl i rn
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Q- How long did the Prophet, peace be
upon him, l ive?
A- He lived for sixty-three years; forty of
which were before the beginning of
Prophethood, and twenty-three years after
that. He was appointed as a Prophet when
Surat 'Iqra,' #96, was revealed to him, and
was appointed as a Messenger when Surat
'al-Muddath'thir ,  #J4, was revealed to him.
His hometown was Makkah.
Q- What was the Message that Allah sent
to him?
A- Allah sent him to preach monotheism and
to wam against polytheism.

Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- The word.s of the Allah the Exalted:

Y1 ...rrLi 7.)te .r$ -LUr .+n.:lrrr .rJb f, .;Jf lUt tr)

{t-V 'tult .jSLi Ji

"O you who is wrapped. Arise and warn.
And magnify your Lord. And puri fy your
heart.  And shun the idols. And never do a
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favor seeking to get more in return. And for
the sake of your Lord endure patiently."

Q-What is the meaning of (ptip) "Arise
and warn?t'
A- Warn against polytheism and preach
monotheism.

Q- What is the meaning of "and glor i fy
your Lord and purify your heart?"
A- Glori fy your Lord by declaring His
Oneness, and puri fy your act ions from
polytheism.

Q- What is the meaning of (*ru.rlb)f'And
shun the idols?"
A-  Avo id  the ido ls  by  shunning and
denouncing them and their worshippers.
Q- How long did the Prophet, peace be
upon h im,  keep preaching the above
commandrnents?
A- The Prophet, peace be upon him, kept
preaching the above commandtnents for ten
years, after that,  he was taken to heaven
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where the daily prayers were enjoined on
him. Later on, he was commanded to migrate
to Madinah.

a- What is emigration [in terms of
religionl ?
A- Emigration is moving from the land of
polytheism to the land of Islam, and from the
land of bid'uh (innovated religious matters)
to the land of Sunnah.
Q- What is the ruling on emigration?
A- It is an obligatory duty enjoined on
Muslims who happen to be in the land of
polytheism to immigrate into the land of
Islam, and from the land of innovation into
the land of Sunnah. It is effective until the
sun rises from the West, i.e., until the end of
time.
Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- I'he words of Allah:
r-5 llu i5 e llu .pl JtJi i.*)tlrfru; 'irr-iJtir!)

c$rb t<+trr+trr :.-!, dJl A ;r ll tlu rr\trl ;ii,.r-,
0r.rJrl5 .t-,:Jb Jbrl;r;t'rr-JlI! . !....1.Lr,.1e p..!L
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e .*,rOl .lr.r- J.Llrb . i# if.r:c !r i+" 0r+lu-? )
{U*W.l,rorir

Verily, when the angels take the souls of
persons while they are wronging themselves
I i .e. sinning], t  ( the angels) say to them,
"Why did you stay where you were?" They
say, "We were weak and oppressed in the
land." They (the angels) say to them, "Was
not Al lah's earth vast enough for you to
emigrate into it. " These persons will dwell
in Hell, and an evil destination it is, except
such weak men, women, and children who
are helpless and can find no way out. For
such there is hope that Allah will pardon
them, for Allah is pardoning, Oft Forgiving.t
And His words:

( jr.r*U gLlr i.-b a,rrt i4 g:rir.pitr.rrl* L)

I This, according to lbn Abbas, relers 1o those who disobeyed
the Mcssenger of Allah, peace be upon hirn by refusing to
ernigrate to Madinah ancl stayed in Makkah.
I Surah # 4.91,98.99
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O My slaves who have believed! Verily, va.st
is My earth, so worship Me alone.2
Q- What lvas the reason for revealing the
two above verses?
A- There were some people in Makkah who
embraced Islam, but did not emigrate to
Madinah with the Messenger of Allah, peace
be upon him. Some of them were tried in
their faith and joined the pagans against the
Muslims in the battle of Badr. Allah did not
accept their excuse and made Hell their
requital. The second verse was revealed
because some Muslims were in Makkah to
Whom Allah imputed iman and enticed
them to emigrate to Madinah.

Q- What is the proof of the continuity of
emigration as deduced from the Prophetic
traditions?
A- The Prophet, peace be upon him, said:

2 Surah #29.5(t
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Emigration shall not cease to be effective
until repentance becomes ineffective, and
repentance shall not cease to be effective
until the sun rises from the West.t

Q- What rvas the Messenger of Allah'
peace be upon him, enjoined to prescribe
after he had settled in Madinah?
A- After he had settled in Madinah, the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, was
enjoined to prescribe the rest of the
ordinances of Islam, suclt as zakat, fasting,
Hajj, fighting for the cause of Allah, and the
other acts of worshiP.

Q- How long did he live after that?
A- The Prophet, peace be upon him, died ten
years after sett l ing in Madinah. But his
Message is everlasting. He did not leave a
good thing without guiding his ummaft to it,
nor  d id  he leave an ev i l  th ing wi thout
waming his ummalr against it.

I Imam Ahmad and Imam Abu Dawood
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Q- What are the good things to which the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
guided his ummah, and what are the evil
th ings against  which he warned h is
ummah ?
A- The good things are the creed of
monotheism and everything that Allah loves
and approves. The evil things are polytheism
and everything that Al lah loathes and
disapproves.

Q- Did Allah send Muhammad, peace be
upon him, to one part icular tr ibe or to
mankind at large?

A- Allah .sent Muhantnrad, peace be upon
him, to mankind at large, and made obeying
him a duty on both jinn and men.

Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- The words of Allah:

('*. 6,trlllJr.r y! ,.rLJrkl L,j)
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Say, O men I am the Messenger of Al lah to
you al l . t
And His words:
rr:;l 5fu .rp Vi..ii;Jr .rr.-:- ;it Ui+ +f' Uf i!)

(a'ori.Jl wew
And when We sent to you a group of jinn to
listen to the (recitation) of the Qur'an, when
they heard ir  they said to one another,
"Listen." And when it ended they retumed to
their people warning them.z
a-  Did Al lah complete the re l ig ion of
Islam during the l i fet irne of Muhammad,
peace be upon him, or after his death?
A- Surely, Al lah completed the rel igion of
Islam during the l i fet ime of His Messenger,
peace be upon him, and nothing new needs
to be added to the religion thereafter.

Q- What is the proof of the above?

I  Surah # 7.158
2 Surah # 46,29
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A- The words of Allah:
f>t-)r f<J ̂ . ; itt ,F #g 

;5 
-3:3r f.(J.:fti pJt)

(ti,
Today I  have completed for  you your
religion and perfected My favor upon you
and accepted Islam to be your religion.l
Q- What is the proof of the death of the
Messenger of Allah?
A-Allah's words:

(Oa.-i;6& i,l.:tt ?r*ll J.1'76!r c-=..!q)

You (O,  Muhammad) sure ly  wi l l  d ie ,  and
they (too) will die, and then on the Day of
Resurrec t ion you wi l l  d ispute  wi th  one
another before your Lord.a
Q- Wil l  the people be resurrected after
death?
A- They surely wi l l ,  for Al lah says:

(.rtlirU €nr+-.r f.r.- f<+1 nSr;if- g,;

3 Surah* 5.3
4 Surah #39.30.31
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From it (the earth) have We created you, and
into it shatl We retunt you, and from it shall
We bring you forth again.t
And He says:

{ . t*!it *.ttW d+.' p'ug;r!r;r.<;i .u9)

And Al lah has caused you to grow as a good
growth frorn the earth. Then will He tum you
back into i t  and make you to issue forth
Iagain].2
Q- Wi l l  the people be he ld accountable
and requi ted for  the i r  deeds af ter  the
Resurrection or not?
A- They posit ively wi l l  be held accountable
for their deeds. A fact which is confirmecl by
the words of Atlah:
Indeed,, to Al lah belongs al l  that is in the
heavens and on earth, and He requites those
who do evi l  in accordance with what they

I Surah # 2050
2 Surah #  7  1 .1  7 ,1  8
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did, and reward those who do good with the
best.3

Q- What is the judgment regarding one who
denies Resurrection?
A- He is judged to be a disbeliever, for Allah
says:

r:t-, b 'U-r 
d tH p ,.h J V:,,r9 al g;s;ri-rt frj )

(*rOr;eUi1

Those who disbelieve assert that they will
not be resurrected. Say, "Surely, by my Lord
you will be resurrected, and then you will be
informed of what you did." And that is easy
for Allah.t
a- What was the Message with which
Allah sent His Messengers?
A-To cause those who bel ieve in His
Onene.ss to rejoice in the annunciation of
Jannah, and to warn those who ascribe

3 Surah # 53.31
I Surah # 64.7
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partners to Allah that Fire will be their
punishment.

Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- The words of Allah:
irSJ Fll r^t:+- att J, u,l{, ir1d )L:, stt4 U.*l-r>

( t"+'!..;'.lJl
(We sent) Messengers as bearers of glad
tiding and as warners that men may have no
plea against Allah after the coming of the
Messengers. And Allah is Mighty, Wise.2
Q- Who was the first Messenger?
A- Noah, peace be on him.

Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- The words of Allah:

( ..r^r.r J=+tl, Cl.ll t-. rl ts s4Jt firr! q )
We have revealed to you as We revealed to
Noah and the Prophets after him.r

2 Surah # 4.165
3 Surah # 4.163
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Q-Was there any nation or people left
without a Messenger sent to them to
enjoin on them worship of Allah alone and
the rejection of tahgoot?r
A- There was no nation left without having a
Messenger sent to i t ,  a fact which is
substantiated by the words of Allah:

(.a;iLtr !r+:"!, .JJl g"rrr Ol il-, :,1 .1l; rr l-r .rilr )

And We did send to every nation a
Messenger preaching: 'Worship Allah and
shun the taghoot.z

Q- What is taghoot?
A- Taghoot is whatever man worships
instead of, or to the exclusion of Allah. It is

I Taghoot, is whatever is worshipped instead or to
the exclusion of Allah. [M.M.]
2 Surah # 16.36
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also any human whom man worships, or
obeys beyond normal limits.

Q- How many types of taghoot are there?
A- There are many types of taghoat ; but
their principal ones are five: Iblis, the one
accursed by Al lah; one who approves of
being worshipped; one who calls people to
worship hin-r; one who claims the knowledge
of the unseen; and one who rules by laws
other than those sent down by Allah. [We are
commanded to disbelieve in and shun them
all  and to subrnit  to the wi l l  of Al lah. l

Q- What is the proof of the above?
A- The words of Al lah:

Uit €'*U\ .&;f d, ir, -.: n !# j JrrJt rr.H f )
(rJ, 

Cf .lJl, U lr .;:ty ji;jt12lJlu-JL--trii .lJtl
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There should be no compulsion in religion.
Surely, right guidance has become distinct
from deviation. So whoever disbelieves in
taghoot and believes in Allah has surely
grasped the strong unbreakable handle. And
Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing.r
And His words:

(.2itlrlr !1'=?!, drl b+rr ll i-.r:,1 # trt-, rlr)

We did send a Messenger to every nation,
(preaching), 'Worship Allah and avoid
taghoot.z
And His words:

)J djr )! Jd )l pS:-.; r+ .!r- Ltj J !y'|.; .-,€tr lt r, y)
Vfr tttF ;ttr dtt 0p.r.'u.url t il t :i* l-+ yr u+ l :JF

(. o;t-.u154:r

I Surah # 2.256
2 Surah # 16.36
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Say, "O people of the Book! ,Come to a word
equal between us and you that we worship
none but Allah, and that we associate no
partners with Him, and that none of us take
others for lords besides Allah." But if they
turn away, then say, "Bear witness that we
are Muslims and have submitted to Allah."t
This is the meaning of ( .tJrfl{f ) 

',There
is no god but Allah.
The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him
said: "The principal part of Islam and its
supporting pillar is prayer, and its highest
point is jihad,(fighting in the way of Allah).a
And Allah knows best.

The End

3 Surah * 3.6+
a er-tirmidrhi
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flHrE C@NWCltlt@NS OF
AS.MI.AT AS.SA'.TT[

@R flHtts P[@US PRtsDtsCtsSS@RS

BY THE TRADITIONIST ASH.SHAIKH
MUHAMMAD AT-TAYYIB B. ISHAQ

AL-ANSARI AL MADANI

I believe ttrat Allah is One God, other than
Whom there is no god, the Sole One, As_
Samadh,l Who neither begets nor was
begotten. No one other than lfe deserves ro
be worshipped. Whoever dedicates any act
of worship to other than Allah is a mushiik, a
disbeliever.
Ibadah" or worship by definition combines
everything that Allah loves and approves, of
utterances and deeds such as the five pillars

lAs-samadh is one of Allah's beauriful names. It is
mentioncd in Surah # llZ,It signifies thc t ord to
Whom recourse is had, or to f,horn obidience isrendered, without Whom no affaii can be
accomplished; or the One to Whom Lordship
ultimately pertains, or the Creator of eve.y tfring, o?
ffi9r. nothing is indepcndent, and on Wf,orn 

"r"ry:f,".t-* thing depends-for its mcans of subsistencd,
ano whosc Oneness everything testifies. tM.M.l
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of Islam, supplication, expectation, fear,
trust, seekinghllp and relief, sacrifice, vows'
and every other-form of worship. Ibadah
includes icceptance of the truth that Allah'
Who is far removed from every
imperfection, is qualified - with all the

"ttiibutet 
wherewith He has qualified

Himself, and is named by the names with
which He has named Himself, and His
Messenger Mohammad, peace be upon him'
has nanrld Him, all the beautiful names and
the superlative qualities with which He is
qualifild in truth and not metaphorically'
Such attributes include settling Himself
above His Throne or mounting it without
spec i f i ca t ion ,  resemblance ,  o r
eiemplif ication, as Allah- -says: -(
) "Tt; Most Merciful has settled Himself

above the Throne."l Such attributes include
His infinite speech, uttered in occasions' It is
reported that'the pious predecessors asserted
that He is still qualified by the attribute of
speech and forev-er will speak if He.wills' Of
fiit speech is the Qur'an which is the
inimitible words that were sent down to

t Suratr * zo.s
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Muhammad for worship, and which Jibril,
peace be on him, heard from Allah directly
without mediator and brought down to
Muhammad, p€lc€ be upon hiri, in the exact
form and meaning as he heard it from his
Lord. The wording of the eur'an is Allah's
not Jibril's or Muhammad,s. It consists of the
words of Allatr Who utlered it in letter and
s,ouqd, as He spoke to Musa (Moses), when
the latter came to the trce:
Vjrity,I A. your Rubb. So take off your
shoes;-for you are in the Sacred Valley of
Tuwa.l
E1rytly so He will call His slaves on the Day
of Resunection, with a voice which will be
h.".t-d-by,the distant and the near, saying: "f
Am the King. I Am the Reckoner." This is
exactly how He speaks to His Messengers
and angels, and to whomever He wishei. of
His slaves, to who He has sent down the
words of His non-etemal2 but uncreated

I Suratr * ZO.IZ

l Stl* Allah spcal$ whenever He wishes, as Imam Ahmad,
the Imam of Ahl-As-sunnah suted, rhcreforc, His specch is
nonaaul.[M.M.]
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speech in His Scriptures. Like the rest of His

uit ibut r, His speech is uncreated3
It is established that Allatr, glory be to Him,

is qualified with the attributes of love,4
pleasure,5 loathing,6 descending,T giving
iife, deattr and dispFasure; that He is greatly

delighted with ttre repentance of His slave;l

3 Ailah's speech is one of His attributes that in His essence as

un"tota.'fnis means that His speech is not bom and created
in-iir*lit" the speech of liis creatures, because it is

estabtished that He does not change, and that His essence is not

susceptibte to events. [M.MJ
a nr"t" are verses in the Glorious Qur'm that signify cleady
Allah's artribute of love; e.g', 2.190,195 ' 2'222 tll['M'l
5 There are about 12 verses in which "the pleasure" of Allah is

mentioned; among them S 3.15, 5.2, 9.2118'29'
6 The attribute "loathing" or "hating" is mentioned in surah

9.46 and 17.38
7 Abu Hurtaitah reponed that the Messenger of Allah said:
"Our l-ord, the Blesired , the Supreme, descends to the lowest
fteau"n Auting the last third of every nightsaying: 'Who calls
f'f" tot *.ntito call Mel so that I may fulfill-his need? Who

asksl Me so that I may give unto him? Who seeks My

fo.gi*n"tt so Orat I may-forgiue Him?"' (Al-Bukhari) M'M'1
I AMullah b. Masood narrated that the Messenger of Allah'
oeace be upon him, said: "Allah is more delighted with
'r"p"nrrn"" 

of His slave than ttre man who lost his beast of bard
io-aOeO *itt his provision while traveling in the desert, thereby

r"Ou"l".i"g nisiife. He took his rest and slept, and then awoke

ioiind$.irtir beast had strayed. The heat became sever, and

so was his thirst, or whatever Allah willed. (Having looked for

it in vain), he then helplessly decided: 'I will retum to my
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and that Allah, far is He rcmoved from every
imperfection, will be seen by the believers
on the Day of Judgment with their own eyes,
as signified in the Qur'an and authentic
ahadeeth (traditions). These attributes and
the like of them are not figurative, but actual
and real, as confirmed by the Book and the
Sunnah. Allah the Exalted says:
Say, "He is Allah, the One. Allah is As-
Samad2 He does not beget nor is He
begotten. And there is none like unto Him.
This is our conviction which we uphold in
obedience to Allah, respecting His names
and attributes, without specifying them, or
ascribing human characteristics to them,
depicting, [reducing them ro limited forms],
nor do we deny any of them. Allah says:

place in which I took my rest frst.' So he returned and slept for
a while. When he awoke, he raised his head only to see his
beast sunding by his side.'(Al-Bukhari) The version of the
above uadition compiled by Imam Muslim relates to the
Prophet. peae be upon him, rhe following slatemenu "Having
found his beast, the man exclaimed out of extreme excitement:'O Allah, you are my slave, and I am your lord.' He made this
slip of the tongue our of his extreme excitement" [M.M.]
z See footnorc # I on page 25.
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"There is nothing like unto Allah. And He is
the All-Hearing, the All- Seeing."2
We bear witness that Mohammad, peace be
upon him, is the slave of Allah, and His
Messenger to both jinn and men, and that he
did convey the Message, accomplished the
duty committed to his trust, guided his
ummah (nation) sincerely, and kept striving
in the cause of Allah until Allah has
completed the religion by him. Allah says:
Today I have comPleted for You Your
religion, and perfected My favor upon your

and accepted Islam for you as your religion.3
Then Allah took him to Himself, and made
him join the highest company in the Jannah
(on the Day of Resurrection).
The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
departed this world, and its people. No one
will ever be a true believer until and unless
his desires are according to the Message with
which Muhammad was sent with, and until
Muhammad, peace be upon him, becomes
dearer to him than his own self, his children,
and all mankind.

2surah +z: t t
3 Surah 5:3
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Loving the Messenger, peace be upon him,
entails obeying his commands, attesting to
the truthfulness of his statements, and
avoiding his prohibitions. This in turn,
means that Allah must be worshipped by
dedicating to Him only those acts of *orship
that His Messenger has assigned to the
Muslims.
The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
should not be extolled,. overly adulated, or
elevated above the level on which Allah has
placed him. Nor should the Messenger of
Allah be sought for help, or relief. The
Prophet, peace ber upon him, said: "The du'e
is worship."4 And he said: "[ndeed. I am not
the one upon whom you should call for help.
Allah, the Exalted, is the One upon Whom
you should call for help. Calling upon the
Messenger, peace be upon him, for help is
tantarnount to shirk, or polytheism. And so is
attaching the heart to creatures in veneration
and expectation of benefit from them, or
believing that they can ward off evil, and
other things that only Allah is capable of.
[Attaching the heart to pious people, or jinn

4 Abu Dawood. & at-Tirmidthi.
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by committing one's affairs to them, turning
to them for help, and sacrificing animals to
them, in order to have one's needs fulfilled,
or to obtain rel ief constitute ascribing
partners to Allah, whether by uttering
mysterious combinations of words, or
litanies. Allah has given no evidence that
such practices are efficacious or permitted.
Allah sent His Messenger, peace be upon
him, to uproot such practices, and to cleanse
the hearts from infidelity. There is no neither
strength nor power except by means of
Allah, the Exalted, the Great.
We bel ieve that  the angels ,  and the
Scriptures of Allah are truthful, and so are
the Prophets, peace be upon them, the
resurrection after death, Jannah, and Hell-

Fire. We also believe that the scale5 is true,

as well as the Howdh 6 of the Prophet, peace
be upon him. Whoever drinks from it shall
never feel thirsty. Apostate, and people of

5 The scale is rhe means by which the bad and good de.eds of
man are weighcd on the Day of Resurrection.
6 The pool of the Messenger, peace bc upon him, from which
the bel ievers shal l  be given to drink on the Day of
Resurrection. It is also called"al-Kawther"
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bid'ah, or innovations in religions matters
shall be debarred from it.
We believe in predestination; its good or
evil consequences. We believe that
intercession of our Prophet Muhammad,
peace be upon him, and of all the Prophets is
true, but it takes place only with prior leave
from Allah to the intercessor, and on
condition that Allah is pleased with the one
on whose behalf intercession shall be made.
Allah the Exlated says: "Who is he that will
intercede with Him except by His
permission?"7
And:
They intercede on behalf of only those with
whom Allah is pleased.8
And we believe our Prophet, peace be upon
him, will be the first intercessor, and the first
from whom intercession shall be accepted,
and that there are privileges of intercession
wi th  wh ich  the  Prophet  a lone is
distinguished. The first of these is the highest
station of honor at the Final Day, which is
referred to in the Qur'an as " al-Maqam al-

t  e.z.zss
8 e. 2l :28
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Mahmoud,9 and which all the Prophets and
Messengers shall revere. Such privileges
shall include also interceding to deliver from
the Fire those who have already entered it,l0
and admitting them into Jannah after they
have been purified.
We believe that the best of all generations

are the companions of the Prophet, peace be
upon him, who believed in him, then the
people of the second generation that
succeeded them with piety. The Prophet,

9 Al-Moqa al-Mahmoud, is menlioned in the Qur'an [7:78],
and refers to the rank to which the hophet, peace be upon him,
shall be entitled, and for which he shall be praised by all
creatures on the Day of resunection, because of his being
quickly reckoned with by mankind who will be relieved from
their long sranding, by virtue of his interceding with Allah on
their behatf. [M.M.]
l0 His eminence Shaikh AMul-Aziz Bin Baz, the Chairman
of Dar al-Ifta', Saudi Arabia, may Allah forgive his sins and
assist him in every good cause, commented on the above
statement, saying: "The privilege of interceding with Allah to
deliver from Hell-Fire those Muslims who have entered it on
account of their sins, is not restricted [o the Prophet
Muhammad, peace be upon him, rather, such a privilege is
shared by others, as signified in many traditions. Besides his
greater intercession, the hophet Muhammad, peace be upon
him, is also privileged to intercede for the people of Jannah to
inter it as indicated in the authentic raditions. He shall also be
able to intercede with Allah to reduce lhe punishment of his
uncle, Abu Talib.
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peace be upon him, said: "The best of
generations is mine, then the two generations
that succeeded them."
We also believe that the best of speech is the
speech of Allah, and the best of guidance is
the guidance of Mohammad, peace be upon
him. And we believe that the greatest evil of
all is the bid'ah, or innovations in religious
matters, for every bid'ah is a form of
misguidance.
Had it not been for fear of prolixity, we
would have supplied a textual proof for each
issue discussed above from the Book of
Allah, and the Sunnah of His Messenger,
peace be upon him, and the unanimity of the
as-Salaf as-Salih, or the Pious Predecessors.
We ask Allah, the Exalted, to guide us to His
straight path, accept our deeds, and our
statements, protect us from misguiding
afflictions. the hidden and manifest thereof,
and make steadfast in our faith so that we
may die as Muslims.
O Allah, exalt the renown of Muhammad,
and his household, and grant them peace and
blessings.
This is the Salafi conviction written by
Shaikh Muhammad at-Tayyib bin Is'haq al-
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Ansari, in Madinatr, in 1358 A.H., who died
on the seventh of Jamada ath-Thani, 1363
A.H. He wrote this as an exhortation for
himself, and his Muslim brethren. May Allah
grant him mercy.

The Four Rules

I ask Allah the Gracious, the Lord of the
Great Throne to look after you in this world
and in the Hereafter, and bless you wherever
you may be. I also ask Him to make us of
those who whenever they are given are
grateful, and whenever they are afflicted;
they endure patiently, and whenever they
commit a sin they beg for forgiveness. These
are, truly, the main characteristics of bliss.

Be aware, may Allah accommodate you to
his obedience, of the fact that hanifiyyeh,the
religion of lbrahim, is to worship Allah alone
and to be sincere to Allah in religion. Allah
says:

(;1rt*5ll;)lr ir+t gir; Ur)
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"I have not created the jinn and the men but
to worship Me."ll

And since you know that Allah has created
you to worship Him, then you should realize
that worship does not bcome genuine unless
it is combined with the belief in the Oneness
of Allah. Just as prayer is not valid without
ablutionl2. Once shirk or a polytheistic
practice blemishes an act of worship, it
nullifies it, just as impurity nullifies ablution.
Once you know that if slrirt pollutes acts of
worship, it renders them void, and that a
person who does so becomes one of those
who shall go to Hell, you realize that
knowing this fact is one of your most
important duties. May Allah save you from

l1 Surah #51,56 lbn Kathir interpreted this verse in his
exegeses as: "l have created rhem only to command them to
worship Me, not because I need them."
(I say: There is no dout* that man has been created in a sound
state of affairs to make him fit for doing acts of worship, and
prcpared for it. Since Allah has installed in them reason, and
fumished $rem with spnses, apParcnt and hidden with the uher
means of preparedness. ) [ M. D]
12 loriust as vinegar spoils honey when it is mixed with it, or
when poison enters the body, against which we seek Allah's
protection.) [M.D.]
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this predicament of associating partners to
Him. Allah says:

(.t :r g Uti ir.p V lss5q Jri Ol r4 ) dj 0t)

"Allah does not forgive (the sin of)
associating partners with Him, but forgives
what is (short o0 that to whomsoever He
pleases."l3

Deliverance from Hell-Fire may be ensured
by being aware of the four rules that Allah
has mentioned in His Book.

The First Rule

To know that the disbelievers whom the
Messenger of Allah , fought, acknowledged
that Allah is the Creator, the Provider and
the One in Whose hand is the disposal of all
affairs. Yet, they were not considered as
Mus l ims.  [That  i s  to  say ,  sheer
acknowledgment of the Lordship of Allah
was not enough to qualify them to be

l3 Surah *a. t t6
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Muslims. They should have dedicated all
acts of worship to Allah alone.l. This is
proven by Allah's words:

d u:.,L.,!b CJtrlL, il ,rltV.lJt;r &U u Jl
lit.tt, Ot irrrli 7!t :* Vt tlt V.-tt g#r cJt U tl

(;t*

"Say, \i/ho provides sustenance for you from
the heaven and the earth? Or, Who is it that
has power over the hearing and the seeing?
Who brings forth the living from the dead,
and brings the dead out of the living? Who
governs all affairs?'They will say,'Allah'.
Then say, 'Will you not then fear (Him)."'14

The Second Rule
The polytheists assert: "We did not call on

them [the idols.. We approach them only to
seek nearness of Allah and intercession
through them. [The proof of the fact that
worshipping idols is polytheismlr is given in
the following verse:

14 Suratr # 10.3 I
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dJl OJ ,e|; d,l J UJ,JIJ )J fr.r;u t .t-bl elr;t gif r;"itg)
{tis-,!tJ j U Lt+l.Ur;g;;L: .' f..t C tr &

"And those who take idols for deities
beside Him say,'We worship them only that
they may bring us nearer to Allah'. Surely,
Allah will judge between them on that in
which they differ. Allah does not guide him
who is a disbelieving liar."l5

And the proof of intercession, [that is,
worshipping idols, besee- ching them for
relief and fulfilling needs, and taking them
for intercessors with Allah is sftirt,l . is
p rov ided in  the  fo l low ing  verse :
"And they worship beside Allah that which
neither harms them nor benefits them; and
they say, 'These are our intercessors with
Allah.' Say, 'Do you inform Allah of
something He knows not in the heavens or in
the earth. How far is Allah from that which
they ascribe (as partners) to Him."l6

15 Surah * 39.3
l6 Surah #10.18
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lntercession is of two kinds; annulled and
confirmed. The annulled intercession is that
which is sought from other than Allah for
needs ttrat only Allah can fulfill. The proof
of this is in the words of Allah:
"O you who believe! Spend out of what We
have supplied you before a day comes in
which there shall be no tendering nor
friendship nor intercession; and the
disbelievers are the wrongdoers. 17

17 Sursh *2.2S5 [On his comrnentary on rhis verse, Ibn Kathir
safol: "Alleh commands His slaves o spend out of what He has
ptwidcd thcm in His way, in charity, that they may accurnulat€
their rcwad with their Lord and Proprielor. It is for this reason
they should hasaen !o do so in this world, beforc a day comes
-thc Day of Rcsurrection- in which nei0er bargaining nor
fricndship nor intcrcession stull bc acceprcd. No one can bail
himsclf out nq can hc ransom himslef even if he spent for that
purpooc an earth load of gold. Nor can avail him friendship or
tinship, for Allah says:

"And when the rumpct is blown, thcre will bc no tics of
rclatbnship bctwcen them 0ut day, nc will they ask after one
anothcr." (#23.101) Nor the intercession of those who are
cntitlcd o intcrccde. And: ( ) ". . . .and the
disbclicvcrs are thc wr,ongdoers" is, grammatically speaking, a
subjcct of a nominal clause which incorporared in the
prcdic8tc of thc same clause lo mean thcrc is no one who is
morc unjust or worsc wrongdocr than he who will come !o
Alhh m tlut day as a disbeliever. Aa' b. Dinar was reported as
saying: ?raise be to Allah Who says: The disbelievers are rhe
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And the confirmed intercession is that
which is sought from Allah. The intercessor
of whom Allah approves of is the one who is
honoured by the priviledge of interceding.
While the one who is interceded for is he
whose utterances and actions are pleasing to
Allah. Intercession for such one is granted
only with the leave of Allah. [Intercession is
sought from Allah alone, because it is
restricted to Him; whoever seeks it from
other than Allah commits shirk, and he
defeats his own purpose, and renders himself
bereft. Allah accepts only the pure belief in
His Oneness, and permits intercession only

wrongdoers' and did not say, 'the wrongdoers are the
disbelievers@. Allah knows best, I.e., no one would dare to
intercede with Allah without His leave because of Allah's
greatness, magnificance and haughriness, as signified in the
hadith of Intercession, in which the Messenger of Allah said:
"I procede (on the Day of Judgment) and prostrate myself
underneath the Throne. Allah keeps me on this posture as long
as He wills, Then it will be said,'Raise your head and say; you
will bc listened to, intercede and your intercession will be
acccpted'. The Messenger of Allah funher said, 'Then I will
be allowed to intercede for a cerlain number of people, and lo
admit them to Jannah.l. Allah knows best.
@ The reason for Ata'b. Dinar's statment is the fact that every
disbeliever is wrongdoer, but not every wrongdoer is a
disbeliever. Some believers may wrong themselves by
committing the minor sins, but they would still be believers
and iman stays with them. Allah knows best. lM.M.l
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for those who uphold monotheism as their
creed. He says:

{cig l..rrCiltgjlt ti !r)

"Who is he that will intercede with Him
exceptby His permission."18 And:

(..i;rrJ{or.ii!)

"And they intercede not except for him He
approveg."l9

And:

1i^rrirri:frUy)

"Say, 'Al1 intercession rests wi th
Allah..."20

The Third Rule
The Prophet appeared among people who

were divided in their religion. Some of them
worshipped prophets and pious people, and
some worshipped trees and stones, while
others worshipped the sun and the moon.

It Suntr* z.Xs
19 Suratrll Zt.Z8
20 Suratr* l9.a+
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The Messenger of Allah fought them all
without making distinction between one
group and another. This was in application of
Allah's words:

(dJ.l5 jrJt **r e:i i,15i; I .;r c.r*ur)

"And fight them until l  there is no
infidelity, and religion is professed for
Allah."2l

And about the sun and the moon [i.e. the
proof of the fact that worshipping the sun
and the moon and the rest of the stars and
planets, and believing that they influence
events of this world is slrirl<1. is shown in
Allah's words:

J-ill t !-:,lJ !r.l,hi).-.ttr ,J-:Jb.rtd!.,;Ur *j A)
(;r+;.Lt rS i,t J{ib ,SjJrrlJ rr.r+-rr

"And among His signs are the night and the
day and the sun and the moon. Prostrate not
yourselves before the sun nor before the
moon, but prostrate yourselves before Allah,

2l Suratr #2.193
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Who created them, if it is He
(rcally) wonhiP."22

And about the angels, [i.e. the
fact that worshipping angels
produced in the following verse:

Whom you

proof of the
is sftir& is

{qU i"iJl, i*yl,r lrlg oi rsrl l.r}

"And He does not cornmand you to take
angels and Prophets for lords."23

22 Su.atr l+1t.3?
23 Surah # 3.80 Ibn Kathir elaborated in his exegeses on this
verse: "Allah does not enjoin on you to worship other than
Allah, be he a commissioned Prophet or an angel who is close
!o Allah. Would Allah enlrin disbclief on you when you have
submitted to Him? <That is to say), no one does this except
him who promotes wonhipping other than Allah; and he who
does so promotes disbelief. In ilte case of the hophet, they
preached the belief in the Oneness of Allah Who has no
partners; as Allah says: ( ) "We sent no Messenger
beforc you but revealed o him there is no god but I, so worship
Me. The word'lords'in the verse means gods beside Allah.
Allah knows best. Imam al-Bukhari reported that AMullah
cornmented on the above verse saying: "Those were a group of
jinn who had been worshipped, and Oen became Muslims."
AMullah b. Mas'ood elaborated: "This vene refers io a Sroup
of Arabs who used to worship jinn, but the latter embraced
Islam while the former were not aware of thaL Allah knows
bestl.
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And the proof of the Prophets [i.e.
worshipping them and calling unto them is
shirkl. is supplied in the following verse:
dr. lrfl O,lt g5tlt u.UJ \r$ Jl *t A. d ! drt JU !!r)
rii cU .=t i,!,t^, .J tJJ t, Jr;l gl 4 d,4 [. .tlLi- JU djt i,J,

(-.r+lt pXr c.;l ag ..t :: 
ii t gIJ lr a.. rl l, Fl;.:"tt

"And when Allah (will say to-lssa (Jesus),
'O Jesus, son of Mary! did You say to
people,'Take me and my mother two gods
beside Allah?' He (will) answer, 'Far

removed are You (from what they ascribe to
you), I could never say that to which I had
no right. If I had said it, You would have
surely known it. You know my insight, and I
know not Your insight, Verily; You are the
Knower of the hidden things."24 And the
proof of the pious people [i.e. worshipping
them and calling them for help and relief is
shirk. Allah is far above what they ascribe to
him,l. is found in the following verse:

*1 isj->.r25 vll r-l d-y'tr-r_r J OJ.+ i5-e4;;-iJr cUrl)
(!rir irlt l.tJ .-,tjc 0! .{Li, i,Jjt il
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"Those whom they call on themselves seek
nearness to their Lord. Which of them is
nearer; and they hope for His mercy, and
fear His punishment. Surely, the torment of
your l-ord is a thing to be feare d."25

And ttre proof of the trees and stones [i.e.
seeking blessings through such objects as
graves of pious people, sacrificing animals
for fulfilling needs and relief by touching
cloth-coverings of the graves or its
structures, are all condemned as s}lir&,]. os
proven by Allah's words:

(.5;!r tlUtr 1u..1 .gl!.rlJr rr$)

" Have you considered al-Lat and al-Uzza.
And Manat, the third, too. (the idols)126

25 Suratr*tZ.SZ
26 Surah #53.19,20 [Allah the Exalted chides the pagans for
worshipping idols and other objects of worship, and erecting
temples for <them resembling> with it Kabah which was built
by Khalil ar-Rahtran or the friend of Allah, Ibrahim, peee be
on him. Al-[,at was a whire rock with designs on it. It was
enclosed in a currained house around which there was a court
yard revered by the people of Ta'if, the tribe of Thaqeef and its
allies, and they used to boast themselves in it against the other
Arab tribes <short of> Quraish. While al-Uzza was a tree
enclosed in a curtained structured, in a place called Nakhleh,
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A proof of the above is also given in the
following tradition: "Abu Waqid al-Laithi
reported: " We went along with the

between Makkah and Ta'if, upon which was a curtained
structure with servan6 assigned to it. It was also revered by
Quraish, Wherefore, Abu Sufyan, who was apagan then, said
to the Muslims in the battle of Uhud; 'We have al-Uzza, but
you have no Uzza'. The Messenger of Allah instructed his
companions, 'Say, 'Allah is our Supponer, and you have no
supporter'. Manat was found in a place called Mushallel by
Qadid between Makkah and Madinah. It was revered by the
tribes of Khuza'ah, al-Aws and al-Khazrej in al-Jahiliyyeh ot
the pre-Islamic eia, and used to begin their hajj rituals by
coming to it first. Then rhe Prophet sent some of his
companions to demolish them. He sent Khalid b. al-Walid, the
drawn sword of Allah against the pagans, to demolish al-Uzza.
He did so and said: "Uzza I disbelieve in you. No praise is
owed o yort. I have witnessed how Allah has disgmced you."
The Messenger of Allah also sent al-Mughirah b. Shu'bah and
Abu Sufyan to demolish al-Lat- They did so and built a mosque
in its place, in Ta'if. And ro Manat, the Messenger of Allah
sent Abu Sufyan who demolished it. It is also said that it was
Ali who demolished it. The Prophet came with the religion of
truth, and sincere devotion to Allah, singling Allah out to be
the sole worshipped God in truth, abolishing all the bad
customs and every polytheistic practice which may mat the
pure tenet of tawhid or monotheism. His great companions
followed suit. and so did their followers till tiat time which
was marked with chaos and confusion when the Satan and the
deviant gained mastery over the minds of many Muslims, then
idolatry wa.s revived, particularly in our contem;xrrary age, the
age of compound ignorance and the decorative images. The
predicament prevailed while the scholars keep silent, except
those of them whom Allah wishes them to speak up. To Allah
we all belong and to Him we shall retum.l .tM.D.l
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Messenger of Allah for the Battle of
Hunain, when we had but recently come out
of our state of infidelity into Islam. The
pagans had then a lote tree called Dthat
Anwat which they used to worship and tie
their weapons onto it. When we passed by it,
we said: 'Messenger of Allah! make dthat
anwat for us like as they have'. The
Messenger of Allah , said, 'Allahu akbar,
these are as-sunnaun. You, by the one in
Whose hand is my life, have just said what
the Children of Israel said to Musa: 'Make

for us a god just as they have gods'. He said,
'Surely; you are an ignorant people'. The
Prophet went on to say, You shall follow
the ways of those who were before you, that
is the Jews and the Christi ans]27

The Fourth Rule

27 N-Tirmid$ri. [The companions who made the request to the
Prophet had embraced Islam just recently. They thought that
assigning a tree on which they could hang their weapons is a
thing which might be pleasing to Allah. They only intended to
seek Allah's pleasure by doing so. They were too loyal and
nobel to intend rebelling against the hophet , as the Children
of Israel rebelled against Musa, peace be on him. The rest of
the tradiuon is cited in along with the commentary in the Book
of Tawheed which is a duty the slaves owe Allah. Refer to it,
you will find in it what pleases you. And Allah knows best.l .
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The pagans of today are worse than the
pagans of the early stage of Islam; for those
used to attribute partners to Allah at times of
ease, but used to be sincere to Allah at times
of difficulty. But, the pagans of roday,
attribute partners to Allah in both times of
ease and difficulty. Allah refers ro this
saying: 28

C, tit y'lJt etqJ lrU rurird ia:rlt Or lpr.:lLitt ,.f Uf, Up)
1;tf*

"And when they board a ship, they call on
Allah, with sincere and exclusive faith in
Him, but when He brings them back safe to
land, behold! they associate partners to
Him."29

Therefore, we see many of those who
worship pious people and graves of the
shaikhs and masters are sincere in calling
them beside Allah and seeking help from
them during both t imes of ease and

28
29 Surah* 29.65
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hardships. Some of them become more
sincere in their polytheism when they
experience harder times. Contrary to the
early pagans who used to attribute partners
to Allatr only at the times of ease, and used
to address themselves with earnest
supplication to Allah alone at times of
distress. Today, pagans are persistant in their
polytheistic ways, begging and beseeching
the dead pious people. Alas! There is no
strength nor power (to change the prevailing
situation) but by the accommodation of
AUah the High the Great.30

Allah speaks the truth, and He is the One
Who guides to the right direction. Allah,
glory be to Him, says:

.rtiltJ V J, *,It yrlrl i,! dJr,rrr ;r lrrs t- aal;l ,tr)
,f** <.llt*r-r Ir>2;t!5-t V Jta>t.itbl j,f

(i1s3t

"Say, 'What do you think if AUah wills to
do me an injury, will those whom you call
upon beside Allah be able to remove the

30 This invocation is called 'lwwqaleh', it is utrered <at times"
of weakness and inability o change a bad situation. And Allah
knows besl tM. M.l
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injury inflicted by Him? Or, if He wills
mercy for me, can they withhold His mercy?'
Say, 'Allah is enough for Me. In Him trust
those who would trust."'3l

and He says:

r{. ;r!t .tjlr #L4.J -Jr !i:dJ.ur ri! lrilr., rd f)
(;.rrri; u i'u .ttr-

"Or, Who answers the distressed when he
calls upon Him, and removes the evil, and
makes you successors in the earth? Is there a
god beside Allah? Litt le is that you
reflect."32

And He says: .4.5 a J$.-Wdp;tirlru;4!9)
i,r'.irr 3r*r F !"r.-' " 

t*#; 
';.;.f#

"And those whom you call upon beside
Allah own not even an integument of a date-
stone. If you call on them, they will not hear
your call, and even if they heard it, they
could not answer you. And on the Day of

3t Suratr* lg.:g
32 Suratr ZZ.OZ
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Resurrection, they will deny your having
associated them with Allah. And none can
inform you like the One Who is All-
Aware."33

And He says:
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"And who is more astray than those who,
instead of Allah, pray unto such as will not

answer them till the Day of Resurrection,
and they arc unconcious of their prayer? And
when mankind are assembled, they will
become enemies to them, and will deny their
worshiP."34

And Allah is the One Who guides to the
straight Poth, and there is no power nor
ability but through AUah.l'

33 Surrtrl 35.13,14
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